
FOR EXAMINATIONS SCHEDULED ON OR AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2022 

CONTRACTORS STATE LICENSE BOARD 

LICENSE EXAMINATION STUDY GUIDE 

ASBESTOS CERTIFICATION (ASB) 

Content of the Examination 

The Asbestos Certification (ASB) Examination is 

divided into five major sections: 

1. Planning, Estimating, and Training (23%)

• Reading plans and specifications

• Regulatory agency notification

• Estimating material, labor, equipment, and 
disposal

• Training requirements for employees

2. Containment Area Preparation (29%)

• Area notification and signage

• Containment setup

• Utility isolation

• Negative air pressure

3. Asbestos Abatement Methods and Disposal 
(24%)

• Encapsulation and encasement

• Contamination prevention procedures

• Asbestos-containing material 
transportation and disposal

4. Documentation (7%)

• Health records

• Site activity records

5. Safety (17%)

• Personnel and job site safety

• Personal protective equipment (PPE) 
requirements

• Air sample collection

*Percentages are approximate*

Test Strategy 

This is a multiple-choice examination with four 

choices per question. Examination questions are 

written to provide only one BEST answer. Some 

questions require mathematical computation. A 

calculator will be provided. 

There is no penalty for guessing. If you are 

unsure about a particular question, it is better to 

try to answer the question than to leave the 

question blank. 

Plenty of time is provided to answer all 

examination questions, so be sure to read each 

question and its four choices completely and 

carefully before selecting the BEST possible 

answer to the question. 



Sample Questions 

Below are three typical examination questions.  
The correct answer is marked with an asterisk (*). 

1. Which of the following describes surfacing 

ACM? 

a. Material that contains more than 1.000% 

asbestos* 

b. Material that contains more than 0.100% 

asbestos 

c. Material that contains more than 0.010% 

asbestos 

d. Material that contains more than 0.001% 

asbestos 

2. When removing asbestos at a multi-employer 

work site, the asbestos abatement contractor 

must do which of the following? 

a. Ensure that all other employers leave the 

site. 

b. Inform the local Cal/OSHA office within 48 

hours. 

c. Ensure that all asbestos is removed. 

d. Inform each of the employers about the 

asbestos work being performed.* 

3. When must a contractor require the use of 

protective clothing? 

a. When Class II work requires removal of 

ACM exceeding 10 square feet 

b. When airborne exposure exceeds the TWA 

and excursion limits* 

c. When Class II work requires removal of TSI 

exceeding 25 linear feet 

d. When a negative exposure assessment is 

produced 

*All questions are written and reviewed by licensed 

contractors who are actively working in the trade* 
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